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CHURCH AND STATE
Romans 13:1-7

In the phrase "separation of church and state'', separation must be carefully defined.

Calvin's attempt at separation of the two failed because of an

inadequate recognition of the fundamental relation between them, on the basis of
whi ch relation the only workable separation is possible.

It is an over-simpli-

fication to say that the church should control matters that are moral and
spiritual, while the government should control matters that are civil in nature.
In the life of an individual citizen, these matters are inter-related and must
be integrated

~y

a power above and higher than either church or state.

There is a triangular relationship that must be made functional by mutual
agreements and understandings.

The state must recognize that it derives its

power from the sovereignty of the people (individuals); the people must recognize
and reconcile their status with the sovereign creator; and the power must be of
God.

The only true government is one in which "the powers are ordained of God"

and are so recognized by the governed.

This is the key.

does not necessarily include all governments.

The "higher powers"

The government to which I am

to be in subjection is one in which the powers are ordained of God.
The warning against resistance is not related to just any government; "whoever resists the power", not necessarily the government, "shall receive damnation".
What if the government contradicts the ordinance of God? The kind of rulers
included here are "not a terror to good works", but, as in Russia, for example,
1

some rulers are.

Some rulers in some governments are themselves doers of evil
f

works rather than "a terror to evil works".

God ordained rulers are the kind

that are "ministers of God to you for goodn, and who will praise you when you
"do that which is good".

Note that we are to "be afraid of the power" (which

is of God) and not necessarily of the rulers.

The rulers must qualify as "God's

servant to do you good'', and obviously some don't.
Another way to check this out is to note that the ruler must be (a) God's
servant, (b) an agent of justice, and (c) must bring punishment on the wrong
doer.

If he is himself a wrong doer and does not fulfill these functions, we must

then relate to the "power" more than to the ruler.
Our reason for submitting to government is not only to avoid its punishment
or seek its praise, but also "because of conscience".

Here again we must "check

in" with the power (the higher power), since in some cases the rulers requirements contradict the Christian conscience.

What do we do then?

In summary, this is not a matter to be taken lightly - in either direction.
The position I have outlined here is not a casual matter of relative or situational
ethics.

It is an attempt to identify the essential substance of the issue and

locate the key.
of God.

The key is that the power is of God, and the powers are ordained

So, are they or aren't they? We have some decisions to make as a church -

and in the final analysis, as individual Christians.

This position, as I under-

stand it, is in accord with our church's statement of faith and practice.
We have some payments to make.
you owe - like customs duty, etc.
is due, pay that,too.

Pay the taxes you owe.

If respect

Pay the "revenue"

is due, pay that, and if honor

It is good to be paid up--to God what is due Him, and to

Caesar what is due him (or her, as the case may be.
papal council).
2

Story of the next world

Most of you are now familiar with the word, new to our language a few years
ago, serendipity.
sought for".

It means "the gift of finding valuable or agreeable things not

It is the unexpected that happens when one is pursuing something else .

Like happiness, the spin-off of striving for the goal and doing the work of living
for Christ.

So is our democratic way of life.

Like a treasure hidden in a field came the wonderful gift of democracy.
one dreamed that it was there or set out purposely to find it.

No

It came up as

the inevitable consequence of a certain belief about the origin of man, the
rights and dignity of the individual.

Thomas Mann said "Democracy is nothing

but a political name for the ideals which Christianity brought into the world as
religion".

If anyone wants to question the accuracy of this appraisal, he should

at least take the word of the people who hate democracy and oppose it.
Marx knew where democracy came from.
is false.

Karl

"The democratic concept of man," he said,

It holds that each man has value as a sovereign being.

dream, the illusion, the postulate of Christianity''.

This is the

Adolf Hitler knew it, too;

"To the Christian doctrine of the significance of the human soul, I oppose with
icy clarity the saving doctrine of the insignificance of the human soul."

If

we have forgotten our origin, those who hate it haven't.
We're having quite a hassle now on the subject of separation of church and
state.

What did the founding fathers mean by that? Where do the limits run?
'

What is separated from what? Does the Constitution mean to exclude sectarianism
from public education, or does it mean to exclude God from public life? Must
our children stop addressing their prayers to the heavenly Father and in the
future say, "To whom it may concern"? There is an area of vagueness here which
will certainly have to be thought through carefully. (J. Wallace Hamilton,
Serendipity, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1965, p. 125-126).
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CHURCH AND STATE
Extreme

upremacy of State-

insofar as it does
ot militate agains
he supreme law and
·ill of our Lord
esus Christ."

'his is why Roman
:atholocism did
.ot succeed in its
mion of church
.nd state.

~ who resists the
mthorities resists
rha t God has ap 10inted, and those
rho resist will
.ncur judgment.
lorn. 13:2

:overnment derives
.ts power from the
:overned; from a
;overeign people,
1ecause of dignity
md status by
:reation.

Conditions
for Subjection to
the State

We are to be subject to the
higher power.
There is no power but of God.
The powers that be are ordained
of God. Rom. 13:1
The authorities must be able men,
who fear God and hate injustice.
Ex. 18:21
Be in subjection to rulers, to
authorities, to be obedient, to
be ready unto every good work.
-------"Titus 3:1---Be subject to every ordinance
of man for the Lord's sake,
whether to the king, or unto
governors .... I Pet. 2:13
Pay taxes, revenue, respect and
honor - to whom these are due.
Rom. 13:7 - Rulers must be men of truth, who
hate covetousness. Ex. 18:21
The hard causes they still
brought to Moses, who was God's
direct representative. The
"appointees" judged the people
in "small lJlatters". Ex. 18:26

Conditions
for the Power of
Government

Key:
Rom-.--13:1
the
(what)
power
(whom)
is

We are to be subject also for the
sake of conscience.
Because the authority or power
approves what is good, and
executes wrath on what is evil.

of

We ought to obey God rather than
men. Acts 5:29

God
-------------

I Neither
be ye called masters, for
one is your master, even Christ .
Matt. 23:10

Civil gov't.
is ordained
So then each one of us shall give
accounts of himself to God.
of God for
punishment of Rom. 14:12
evil and pro.... as sent by him for vengeance
tection of
on evi l - doers and for praise to
good, to
direct justly them that do well. I Pet . 2:14
the interactidm
of society.
As God's creature, man
(a) is made in God's image-Gen.l:27
(b) is to have dominion; - Gen.l:26
(c) is to have no other gods;Ex.20:31
Christ is
King of kings (d) is a royal priesthood; I Pet. 2:P
and Lord of
The government is to be lords.
(a) ordained of God - Rom. 13:1
Rev. 19:16
(b) a threat to evil doers-Rom.l3:3
(c) a minister of God ~or good Rom. 13:4

Extreme

Disregard of State
Failure to give
thanks for good
gov't.
Failure to pray
for our gov't.
leaders.
This is why Calvin
did not succeed
in his separation
of church and
state.
Supplications,
prayers, inter cessions, and
thanks -- for
all that are in
authority.! Tim.l:
This is to be our
attitude and
responsibility;
Rulers are to be
accountable to God
and so be worthy
of the "subjection
attitude.

